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On July 17, transport workers at the Colon free port went on strike to protest a decision by the
government to permit businesses located in the zone to create their own truck fleets. (See CAU
07/24/91 for previous coverage.) Over 3,000 businesses are located in the free zone, dedicated mainly
to re-exporting goods. According to recent government statistics, the free port generates around
25% of Panama's GDP, calculated at $4.5 billion per annum. Recent developments are summarized
below. July 26: Free port businesspersons told reporters that losses resulting from the truckers'
strike were estimated at close to $180 million. Union leaders threatened to organize a nationwide strike in the event the government failed to respond to their demands. July 27: Government
officials announced suspension of decree 20-91 authorizing Colon free zone businesses to create
their own truck fleets. As of Saturday, financial losses were estimated at $200 million, and about
3,000 containers of merchandise had piled up since July 17 at the Cristobal port, located in Colon
department. July 28: Panama's major transport unions called off a national strike scheduled to begin
July 29 in support of a work stoppage by Colon Free Zone truck drivers. The agreement to suspend
the strike mediated by the Catholic Church came after a government decision to release detained
union leaders, suspend decree 20-91, nullify arrest orders, and pledge to avoid legal retaliation after
the resolution of the labor conflict. According to government officials, the strike at the duty-free
port which commenced July 18 caused at least $300 million in financial losses. July 29: On Monday,
activity at the free port had returned to normal. (Basic data from Notimex, 07/27/91; AFP, 07/26/91,
07/28/91; ACAN-EFE, 07/27-29/91; AP, 07/29/91)
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